THREE

Paul uwokKe up at B8:88 AM: shouered: ate breakKfast? read the paper: and
waited. At B8:088 AM he noticed a blue glow forming in the den. WNick
Sauyer stepped-out of the glou.

*80 ;

"What the hell iz t

"Ozone. It occurs
when 1 materialize.
horribly."

Paul noticed for th
large suitcaszes.

"1 hope vou're not

MNick emitted what s
brought along some
shortly , and they'l
vesterday."

MickK walkKed over to
suitcases upon it.
lookKed 1ikKe a small

"This is a deed ana
its molecular struc
also displaved on t

"What the hell do I
I would imagine the
carbon. Paper

"lWhy wes, paper is
however . Paper doc
remember that paper
thousands? hundreds
gold."

"Gold!

vou finally caught me

ounded 1iKe a snort.
tocls of the trade.
1 help explain some of the questions vou asked

lvser.,
ture
he lower right-hand portion

iz carbon-based,

You mean twenty-four carat.,

in the act."

hat smell?"

as & result of the electrical charge dissipated

It's harmless, really. It just smells quite

e first time that MNicK was carrying tuwo rather

Flanning to stay."

"Would'nt dream of it.
You'll be needing these

Just

Paul 's desk and placed the larger of the tuwo
He opened the case and tooK out a device that
photocopier.

A deed is inserted on this flat surface and
is displaved on the screen. Its element is
of the screen.”

care about the molecular structure of a deed? And
elemental structure of a deed would be mostly

sl 't k"

carbon based; our deeds are not made of paper.,
uments are too easily forged. Alsoc, ¥ou must
disintegrates over time. These deeds are

of thousands of wvears old. Our deeds are made of

Fort Knox tyvpe gold?"




"Yes, sort-of. Its
tuenty-four carat g
the molecular struc
recorders
aszsuring the authen
transfer,

Here, let me shouw v

Paul walked closer
gleaming pieces of
of a standard piece
perhaps one-eighth

"These deeds carry

"I don't understand

"It was a JjokKe, Mic

gold."

"You've got a lousy

"So I've been told.

"Can wou tell the d

"Can't say as I can
goddamn things must

"A mere pittance co
Actually, on of the
true deed as uwell a
see if it iz genuin

"Why choose g0ld?

"Gold is highly mal
the filigree work o
impossible on anoth
very well. There's
cultures prize it g

inserted the f
switch. A

MNick
L

in my home

the claim

i

been altered somewhat to suit ocur purposes.
cld would be too easy to duplicate.
ture slightly in a process Knouwn only the the deed
svstem. It's virtually impossible to duplicate,
ticity of the deed. In matters of real estate

to a deed must be absolute and incontrovertible.
ou how the instrument WworkKs."

Flain
lWe've altered

to the machine and waited asz NicK removed tuo

gold from his second suitcase. Each was the size
of paper turned sideways, but with a thickness of
of an inch.

g lot of weight, don't they?"

K. The deeds appear to be heavy, being solid

sense of humor."

ifference betuween these two documents?"

Tel vou what, I don't Khnow if I'd care to. The

be worth a fortune."

mpared to the wvalue of the world they represent.
ce is a forgery. This machine will indicate the

e the faKe instrument. Let!s put this one in and
or counterfeit."

hy not use some other material?"

leable and can be embossed fairly easily. LooK at
the surface of the deed; that would be all but

r tvpe of metal. Gold resists tarnishing and ages
alsoc zome snob appeal associated with gold? most

reatly. "

irst gold sheet into the machine and flipped the
age appeared on the screen.




"This document is

"How can vou tellT?

"See the bonds bed
defined they are?

a forgery."

> n

twueen the separate molecules? Note houw sharply

document. See ho
the upper left co
this button on th
appear hext to th

"What's the

signi

"Those are record
this second butto
see what happens.

A tyvpewritten pag

"What the hell do

“Uh #
convert

forgive me,
it to Eng

"This is incredib
date in some Kind
composition and f
applicable, and g
gald, AU, appears

"Each number wou
information. it
the deed. Altera
for the recording
question since de
information won't
not possible with
really quite fool
quite accurate."

"It seems that th
prosperous ahnd se

"Why , ves, it doe

commun ity . "

That' a dead giveaway. Let me put in
some of the bonds appear to be fuzzy? The ohe in
ner looKs slightly out of focus. Let's just press
side of the machine, and uwe'll see some numbers
fuzzy bonds."

this second

icance of the numbers?"

of transactions for this property.
oh the opposite side of the machine,

If we press
like 50, we'll

appeared on the screen.

5 that saw?"

in galac. Only a moment and 1'l1
the King's English."

t's written
ish. There we go:

It 1ist the names of the planet, transaction

of calendar system, planetary system where located,
equency distribution of elements, atmosphere tyvpe if
lactic location. Oh wves, the elemental listing for
on the screen as well. How is this possible?"

&

aw on the screen earlier contains the same type of

s enhcoded directly into the molecular structure of
ion iz impossible without sending to my home system
of the deed. Forgeries are therefore out of the
ection is 50 easy: if a transaction is fakKed, the
be on the deed. Removal of a transaction is also

ut destroving the deed itself. The entire system is
roo¥f. It also serves to Keep census information

5 process Keeps vour home system in a quite
ure position as well."

4 e are quite highly respected within the galactic



"Well, your demonstration certainly ansuwers my questions about deed

recording and proof of ownership. Where are the deeds for each of the
items we are to sell?"

"They are in safekKeeping in my home system. When ¥ou notify me of a
sale, we will arrange to have any deeds delivered to ¥ou. That uway,
we can be assurred that only deeds are sent for consummated sales.
You will Keep the|deed machine here to authenticate deeds subject to
client purchases.’”

"Well, I guess this finally does away with lawwvers. Mo more need for
deal-Killers. Title search and document recording accompl ished right
in the deed. Thi is a pretty slick system vou guvs have developed."

"oz, it is Z svstem well-suited for inter-galactic transactions.
Praof of ownershi has to be verified immediatley over such great
distances and relative times.

"1 believe your imitial objections toc the job have all been ansuered
to your satisfaction. With the aid of yvour computer and document
verifier you should be able to Knock off this sale rather quickly.
I've loaded the data concerning title and ouwnership into the database
so all vou have to do is down-load it when necessary. Don't forget to
checkK in with youn database to see if there are any interested buvers.
lWell, I've got to be running:; I1'll check in with vou in a few davs.

"Oh, I almost forgot. If vyou should makKe an appointment with a
client, just tell the computer to act as a translator. It has a two-
way swnthesizer byilt-in so that communication is possible between
vourself and your client. See vou later."

"Ya, its been a slice."
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